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CASARA News





Only a few more “sleeps until Christmas”.  


If we don’t get a chance to send out another Newsletter before then… a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to everyone involved in Search and Rescue, the aviation community and those in the Protective Services; and especially to their spouses. From Chris & Linda Rule























Memorial fund aids CASARA


The La Ronge Branch of CASARA has used a memorial donation in the name of a  former volunteer to purchase computer equipment for its search and rescue efforts.


The equipment was funded through the Chad Friesen Memorial Fund. Friesen, who was a CASARA member, died December 14, 2002 in a snowmobile accident.


The desktop computer is used for uploading search patterns and downloading GPS tracks for search and rescue, as well as record-keeping. The laptop is also used for GPS uploading and down loading, as well as for cell phone or Globestar satphone connections to access the internet anywhere in Saskatchewan. 


A number of digital maps were purchased to cover all of the province combined with the mapping program OziExplorer to make a powerful tool.


KOSAR Search and Rescue also shares the same search center and equipment with CASARA. Together they have been involved in over 20 searches in the past year.








Check out the CASARA Website


Bob has been doing some updating
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Article in the December 10, 2003 issue of The Northerner





Vaughn Skogstad and Bob Sutton of CASARA (Civil Air Search And Rescue Association) use the computer equipment purchased through the Chad Friesen Memorial Fund





Santa Claus, like all IFR pilots, has to have regular “checkrides” from Transport Canada. The examiner arrived for the pre-Christmas flight check. In preparation, Santa had the elves wash the sled and bathe all the reindeer. Santa got his logbook out and made sure all his paperwork was in order. He knew they would examine all his equipment and put his flying skills to the test. 


The examiner walked slowly around the sled. He checked the reindeer harnesses, the landing gear, and Rudolf's nose. He painstakingly reviewed Santa's weight and balance calculations for sled's enormous payload. Finally, they were ready for the checkride. Santa got in and fastened his seatbelt and shoulder harness and checked the compass. Then the examiner hopped in carrying, to Santa's surprise, a shotgun.


“What's that for?” asked Santa incredulously.


The examiner winked and said, “I'm not supposed to tell you this ahead of time,” as he leaned over to whisper in Santa's ear, “but you're gonna lose an engine on takeoff.”
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